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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 

eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. AppUcant's submission filed on 09/26/201 1 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This communication is in response to the Request for Continued Examination 
transmitted on 09/26/2011. 

3. Claims 12, 14, 15 and 17 are pending. 

4. Claims 12 and 15 are independent claims and are being further amended. 

5. Claims 13 and 16 have been cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments and amendments filed on 26 September 201 1 have been carefully 
considered but they are not deemed fully persuasive. Applicant's arguments are deemed moot in 
view of the following new grounds of rejection as explained here below, necessitated by 
Applicant's substantial amendment (i.e., by amending independent claims 12 and 15 to add the 
new limitations of "manage network state information for managing and controlling the plurality 
of network devices included in the network . . . the network state information to the new device 
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such that the new device operates as the management device for subsequent network 
management", has changes the scope of independent claims 12 and 15, and will require further 
search and consideration) to the claims which significantly affected the scope thereof. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A palcnl may not be obtained ihough ihe iin enlion is not identically disclosed or described as set Ibrth in 
section 102 ol' this title, if the dilTei-ences belw een the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior ail are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 12, 14, 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Joon-Bo et al. (hereinafter referred to Joon-Bo) (US Pub. No. 2002/0055978 Al) in view of 
Barber et al. (hereinafter referred to Barber) (US Patent No. 6,865,596 Bl). 

8. As to claims 1-11, (Canceled). 

9. As to claiml2, Joon-Bo teaches a network system, comprising: 

a plurality of network devices connected to a network (see at least Figures 1 and 2, f 
(0005); designating a master and slaves in a network in which a plurality of Bluetooth 
equipped devices are linked together) and a managing device (see at least ff (0005, 0007), a 
network manaeer 160 of the Bluetooth equipped device, to which power is applied, serves as 
the master mode based on the responded inquiry) configured to: manage network state 
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infonnation for managing and controlling the plurality of network devices included in the 
network (see at least ff (0042, 0043, 0045), a network manaser 160 in a network master device 
serves to manage and control network devices and wherein network master receives 
connection information f rom the network slaves in order to check the connection status with 
each of the network slaves in the network; Please note that description of Figures 1-2 in § 
Description of the Related Art: explains in details the information required to be obtained (i.e. 
address or names of slaves, or linking information etc.) and stored on the master or new by the 
network manager in order for a backup slave device to become master); 

detect whether a new device is entered into the network (see ff (0048, 0049), Figure 6, 
wherein detecting and choosing new master device which then stores information (i.e. network 
state information) on the newly enterine slave and announces information on the other slaves 
as well as its own information, to the new slave etc.); 

identify a capability of the new device {see at least ff (0048, 0049), Figure 6, wherein 
when the absence of the network master 400 in the network operating region is identified, 
each of the slaves checks for backup master rank information, which is used to choose a new 
network master (S412)) ; 

determine, based on the identified capability of the new device, whether the new device 
can be a management device managing the network and the plurality of network devices (see at 
least ff (0048, 0049), Figure 6, wherein in step S412, each of the network slaves 300 checks 
for whether its rank is given the highest priority in order to be chosen as a new network 
master and if so corresponding slave changes its role to a new master (S415) and then the new 
master stores information necessary to operate as a new master device etc.); and 
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transmit, if the new device is determined as the management device, the network state 
information to the new device such that the new device operates as the management device for 
subsequent network management (see at least (0045, 0048, 0049), Figure 6, wherein in step 
S412, after determinine whether the slave device is ranked hieher to become new master 
device a nd if so corresvondins slave changes its role to a new master (S415) and then 
transmitting information for the new master to be stored that is necessary to overate as a new 
master device etc.) . 

10. Although Joon-Boo teaches the substantial features of the applicant's claimed invention, 
Joon-Bo fails to explicitly teach wherein the network state information includes unique 
information uniquely assigned to devices included in the network for identifying each device in 
the network and the unique information is assigned by the managing device. 

11. In analogous teaching, Barber exemplifies this wherein Barber teaches this wherein the 
network state information includes unique information uniquely assigned to devices included in 
the network for identifying each device in the network and the unique information is assigned by 
the managing device {see at least col. 2, lines 42-60, Figure 1, wherein each CAN (Control 
area network system) includes a master controller 28 a system identifier 27 that is used to 
uniquely identify each CAN system in a particular control area network; col. 3, lines 15-29, 
explains wherein Each device 33 has a device number 32 used to uniquely identify each 
device 33 in a particular CAN system (such as 21, 23 and 26) etc.). 

12. Thus, given the teaching of Barber, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill person in the art of networking to combine the teaching of Barber into Joon-Bo for a 
network manager to assign unique information uniquely assigned to network devices for 
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identifying each device. One of ordinary skilled in the art would have been motivated because it 
would have helped device manager to manage and maintain information about each device 
coupled to master controller {see Barber: at least col. 4, lines 42-46). 

13. As to claim 13, (Canceled). 

14. As to claiml4, Joon-Bo teaches the network system according to claim 12, wherein when 
the new device is connected to the network, the new device transmits an address of the new 
device to the managing device (see at least (0045, 0048, 0049), Figure 6, wherein the new 
master stores information on the newly entering slave and announces information on the 
other slaves as well as its own information, to the new slave. In addition, the new master also 
stores information on other new slaves that enter the network overatine region or the slaves 
that leave the network operating region, such as the addresses or names of the slaves, etc., and 
announces the stored information to the other slaves (S460) etc.). 

15. As to claimlS, Joon-Bo teaches a method for configuring a network including a plurality 
of network devices (see at least Figures 1 and 2, f (0005); designating a master and slaves in 
a network in which a plurality of Bluetooth equipped devices are linked together) and a 
managing device managing the plurality of network devices (see at least ff (0005, 0007), a 
network manager 160 of the Bluetooth equipped device, to which power is applied, serves as 
the master mode based on the responded inquiry), the method comprising: managing, by the 
managing device, network state information for managing and controlling the plurality of 
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network devices included in the network (see at least ff (0042, 0043, 0045), a network manager 
160 in a network master device serves to manage and control network devices and wherein 
network master receives connection information f rom the network slaves in order to check the 
connection status with each of the network slaves in the network; Please note that description 
of Figures 1-2 in § Description of the Related Art: explains in details the information required 
to be obtained (i.e. address or names of slaves, or linking information etc.) and stored on the 
master or new by the network manager in order for a backup slave device to become master); 

detecting, by the managing device, whether a new device is entered into the network (see 
ff (0048, 0049), Figure 6, wherein detecting and choosing new master device which then 
stores information (i.e. network state information) on the newly entering slave and announces 
information on the other slaves as well as its own information, to the new slave etc.); 
identifying, by the managing device, a capability of the new device (see at least ff (0048, 0049), 
Figure 6, wherein when the absence of the network master 400 in the network operating 
region is identified, each of the slaves checks for backup master rank information, which is 
used to choose a new network master (S412)) : determining, by the managing device, whether 
the new device can be a management device managing the network and the plurality of network 
devices based on the identified capability of the new device (see at least ff (0048, 0049), Figure 
6, wherein in step S412, each of the network slaves 300 checks for whether its rank is given 
the highest priority in order to be chosen as a new network master and if so corresponding 
slave changes its role to a new master (S415) and then the new master stores information 
necessary to operate as a new master device etc.); and transmitting, by the managing device, the 
network state information to the new device such that the new device operates as the 
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management device for subsequent network management, if the new device is determined as the 
management device (see at least ff (0045, 0048, 0049), Figure 6, wherein in step S412, after 
determinine whether the slave device is ranked hieher to become new master device a nd if so 
corresvondine slave changes its role to a new master (S415) and then transmitting 
information for the new master to be stored that is necessary to overate as a new master device 
etc. ). 

16. Although Joon-Boo teaches the substantial features of the applicant's claimed invention, 
Joon-Bo fails to explicitly teach wherein the network state information includes unique 
information uniquely assigned to devices included in the network for identifying each devices in 
the network, and the unique information is assigned by the managing device. 

17. In analogous teaching. Barber exemplifies this wherein Barber teaches this wherein the 
network state information includes unique information uniquely assigned to devices included in 
the network for identifying each devices in the network, and the unique information is assigned 
by the managing device {see at least col. 2, lines 42-60, Figure /, wherein each CAN (Control 
area network system) includes a master controller 28 a system identifier 27 that is used to 
uniquely identify each CAN system in a particular control area network; col. 3, lines 15-29, 
explains wherein Each device 33 has a device number 32 used to uniquely identify each 
device 33 in a particular CAN system (such as 21, 23 and 26) etc.). 

18. Thus, given the teaching of Barber, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill person in the art of networking to combine the teaching of Barber into Joon-Bo for a 
network manager to assign unique information uniquely assigned to network devices for 
identifying each device. One of ordinary skilled in the art would have been motivated because it 
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would have helped device manager to manage and maintain inforaiation about each device 
coupled to master controller (see Barber: at least col. 4, lines 42-46). 

19. As to claim 16, (Canceled). 

20. As to claiml7, Barnard discloses the method according to claim 15, further comprising: 
transmitting, by the new device, an address of the new device to the managing device (see at 
least ff (0045, 0048, 0049), Figure 6, wherein the new master stores information on the newly 
entering slave and announces information on the other slaves as well as its own information, 
to the new slave. In addition, the new master also stores information on other new slaves that 
enter the network operatine reeion or the slaves that leave the network operatine region, such 
as the addresses or names of the slaves, etc., and announces the stored information to the 
other slaves (S460) etc.). 

Prior Arts of the Record 

2 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Please see the form PTO-892 (Notice of Cited References) for a list of more relevant 
prior arts. 

Conclusion 

22. Examiner has cited particular paragraphs, figures, columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
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specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully consider the 
references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the 
context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 
23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to UMAR CHEEMA whose telephone number is (571)270-3037. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter- Anthony Pappas can be reached on 571-272-7646. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Umar Cheema/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2444 



